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fully translated. Unlike the Aztecan codices with
their pictographic records, these of the Mayas were
in characters like the inscriptions upon the monu-
ments and buildings.
The mythology of the Mayas was if anything
more involved and' complicated than that of the
Aztecs, and they had borrowed almost, if not quite,
as many deities from the Nahuas as the Nahuas had
borrowed from them. As a result, there was a multi-
plicity of gods, and while some are always easily
recognizable,, others are so variable that it is uncer-
tain whether their various representations are of one
or several deities. As no one has ever yet definitely
determined the identity of some of these they are
known to scientists by letters only. But there are
certain distinct, important and well-known deities
regarding whom we have quite detailed information.
Most prominent of all perhaps was the sun-goci
known as Kinichahau, (Lord of the Face of the Sun)
in Yucatan, and as Kinich Kakmo (Fire-bird or
Sun-bird) and identified with the red macaw or
Arara (Fire-bird), As the Mayas were indirectly
sun-worshipers, the sun-god held a very important
place in their mythology. In nearly all the Mayan
myths the origin of the race is solar, like that of the
Incas, and since the sun rises in the east all of the
Mayas' mythical hero-gods, who were supposed to
have brought culture and civilization, were credited
with coming from the east,
The Plumed Serpent, known to the Mayas as
Kukulcan,* and in Guatemala as Gucumatz, was
fully as important a deity to the Mayas as to the
Aztecs, and the Mayan myths regarding him are